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City of Fort Pierce Receives Grant to Remove Derelict Vessels

The City of Fort Pierce, in collaboration with St. Lucie County and Florida Wildlife
Commission Lieutenant Doug Rogerson, applied for funding through the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Boat Improvement Program to help cover the costs of
removing four (4) derelict vessels located within the city limits of Fort Pierce and across St.
Lucie County. A total of $37,000 was awarded - $17,000 from Florida Fish and Wildlife and a
$20,000 match from St. Lucie County.

Derelict vessels in St. Lucie County are jeopardizing the safety of boaters and potentially
leaking pollutants and scattering debris which is contaminating public waters, creating a
menace for fish and wildlife and seriously damaging delicate sea grasses and mangrove
forests.

In 2003, Florida legislators discontinued funding its derelict vessel removal program. The
timing could not have been worse for Fort Pierce and St. Lucie County, who took direct hits
in 2004 by Hurricanes Jean and Frances within a three-week period. Several vessels are now
abandoned, derelict, and threaten public waterways and the environment. Additionally, the
depressed economy has led to an increase of derelict, abandoned vessels in local
waterways.

Significant technical expertise and specialized consultation are required to assess, remove
and dispose of these vessels properly. Neither the City of Fort Pierce nor St. Lucie County
has sufficient financial resources available to cover all of the costs associated with this vital
project.

HH#H

City of Fort Pierce
100 North US 1
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
(772) 460-2200 Fax: (772) 489-8042
www.cityoffortpierce.com



#Hi#

City of Fort Pierce
100 North US 1
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
(772) 460-2200 Fax: (772) 489-8042
www.cityoffortpierce.com



