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City of Fort Pierce To Hold “Big Splash”
To Kick-Off Waterfront Protection Project

The City of Fort Pierce will kick-off the Waterfront Protection project on May 10, 2012,
3:00 p.m. at Marina Square in Downtown Fort Pierce. The “Big Splash” will mark the
beginning of an 18-month project to rebuild the Fort Pierce City Marina and create
several tiny man-made islands (14.66 ac.) that will provide habitat for birds and other
animals.

After the 2004 hurricanes, Fort Pierce was unable to acquire funds from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency for repairs until the city developed a way to protect
the docks from future hurricanes. City engineers developed a protection plan involving
buffer islands to help prevent massive waves from crashing into the docks. The design,
testing and permitting process took over six years to complete with twenty design
changes from the original concept.

Comprised of 90,000 tons of limestone and approximately 120,000 cubic yards of sand
fill, the storm protection system will enhance the estuarine habitat of the Indian River
Lagoon with 1.28 acres of oyster, 6.26 acres of artificial reef, 2.22 acres of coastal dune,
8.12 acres of sea grass beds, 1.54 acres of Mangroves and 2.33 acres of potential shore
bird habitat. The islands will not be open to the public.

With a loss of 100 boat slips in the 2004 hurricanes, the Fort Pierce City Marina will add
new docks consisting of 287 slips. Funding for the project is from insurance and FEMA
for an amount of approximately $28 million. The event is open to the public.
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